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THE MILITARY. SITUATION

KN

: ' ISRAFLIS CROSS SUEZ CANAL .

Informatlion juast received from the Israell
that Israeli

Embassy in Vashington via DIA indicates
armoraed forees havae crossed to the west bank of the
Suez Canal mnear the southern end, Another armoved
force is in the process of crossing the canal near
the northern end. Another armoved foves is in the
process of wrossing the Canal mear the northern endﬂ
The apparent Israeli intention is to execube a glant
encirclemant to degtroy not only the Egyptian forces
in Sinad, but thelr supporting elements and the SAM
This infoxmation has not been confirmed by

system.
field sourcas, , »
25X1 ECYFTIAN FRONT :
1. Egyptiaﬁ men and "
" "across the Suez Canal.

equipment continue to "pour L
" Qur best estimate indicates that there are about Lwo

divisions and two tank brigades aloung the esast bank,
which would -amount to approximataly 400=-500 tanks
and. 20,000 to 25,000 troops. The Israell line of

bunkers and strong polnLu along the east bank has
. ‘wee 3, The Iusraelis

sruceyum
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_ | The Egyptians dre now in almost. undigputaed
: tontrol of thée east bank of the Canal, '

. zfl The Lgyptians are at?empting to cbnsalidata.'q%
55X1 thel® hold in-the Canal area.
) - ‘ the Egyptians have no intention

O peneltrating deecp into the Sinai, but will remailn’

‘ within range of their SAMs, Inereased Israelil alr
. 1 attacks this morning appear to have concentrated on
i © ground support missious and SAM suppression. The
alr activity may be the beginning of a major Isracli
counterattack, Jerusalem Radio this moerning broadeast
Teports from fiald repoxters indicating that the '
Isrnelis had launched a pincer attack agaiunst Egyp—
tian forces along the Canal,

- —— -y .

3. In Cairo, activity ha$ been considerably
Teduccd since yesterday morning, possibly ag a result
of gasolink ratioming that went irnto effect today.,
Muffled explosions that occurred early in the morning
were reliably veported to have been the result of SAM
nissile firings near Calro alrport. The press cone=
tinues: to repovt” Egyptianm victories. The Anerican
community is still wnperturbed, hut foreizn tourists
iu Luxor are being told to leave thera as soan &¢
possible and 4dre belng -put on' any available trains
to Calro. ! ' ) .

P :
; SYRTAN TROMT | »

4. Except for alr activity there has been no
“information on the battle on the Golan Heights, The
extremely heavy Israseli air activity over the Heights
and.at;acks on five Syrian alrfilelds thilis woraing may
.. ladicate that a countevattack has begun or 1s imminent

on this front -also. Syrian Radio, meanwhile, con-
tinues t6 talk of great victories and claims that 21
Istaelki alreraft were .ehot down during the ralds on.
the eivflelds. Syrian Radio also clailns .to have
liberated "the largest part of the central sector of
the Golan Heights." » ' ‘ '
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CEASE=-FIRE DISCUSSION *

5. Israell Foreign Minister Eban formally
informed UN Secretary General Waldheim that Israel
would continue the battle until ‘Rgypt and Syria had
been "vauted and thrown back," and the cease-fire
linas of 1967 and 1970 reaLnrud._ Israel, Eban said,
would not accapt any ceasa~fire whieh left the Arabs
inside the. 1967 cease~fire lines, Any ceasc-i{ire
would not only have to include an end to tha fighting,
buﬁ a return to "sparitic lines .on the map

SOVIET MILITARY DEVELOPMBNT°

6. There has been no significant change in
the status of Soviet naval deploymsnts in the eastern
Mediterrancan. Tha main bLody of ships--a light
cruiser, two destroyers and a destroyer cscort—--re-
malin at anchor in waters between Crete and Greece..
Two. Soviet ship“ are shadowing the US task zroup
with the aircraft carrier Independence which is op-
erating to the south of Crete. Other Soviet ships,
excapt. for an inlelligence collector off the coast

vof Lebanon, remain in Aléxandria or are heading to-
ward the main foree,

7. Soviet reaetion te the Middle East situa-
tion cvatinuesto mix strong political support with
an arms leagth actitude toward Soviet involvement.

. A govaernment statement publishud this morning holdy

lsrael responsible for the situation that led to the

‘renevwed fighting, bul stops shortyof accusing Israel

of fuitiating the hostilities. In contrast to Soviek
commantarias 1n the early days of the 1967 war, the
present statement- does not speak of reserving Moscow!
right to tale necessary measures, A Chinese broad--
cast, however, condemns Jsrael for launching a sur—
prise attack against the Arab world and attribuces

‘larael's ability to do Lhib te guperpower collusion.’
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JORDAN
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8. IKiung Husayn yescerddy cungratulated
Presidents Sadat and Asad on theair forces militcary
. - 3
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guccess so far, but saild that’he still intended to
stay out of t(he ‘fighting unless Jordan was attacked.,
The pressure to gst involved, however, prabably will .
be stepped up today when the Jordaulian ambasgador

to Eapypt arvrives Iin Amman

“225X1 -

9., The US Embassy in Amman has emphasized that
continued Israeli alr incursions--one lsraell plana
reportedly was shot down garly this morning--in-
crease Jordanian sensiltivity to criticism for gtaying
out of the fight. The Embassy says that while indi=
cations from the decision making levels are still
favorable, there is increasinyg nervousness among the
locals, and rice, sugar, and flour have digappearad
from the markets.

OTHER ARAB _§TATES

IRAQ -
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11, Moroccan King Hassan .is axpeditiwé‘plansw-

formulated before the outbrcak of Arab-Isvaslf

hostilities=-to scend a.gecond coatingent of 3,000
Moroecan volunteers to the front.

25X1

12. Tunisian President ‘Bourguiba has offered to
send troops, but said it would take séveral days, .«
and expressed his apprehension about the outcome of
the struggla.

13, Additional press accounts of Libyan Presi-
dent (adhafi's gpeech late yesterday reveal his

‘rescrvatians sbout the wisdom of the Egyptian and

Syrian moves. He said he would "bankroll the battcle"
despitc his disagreement with the strategy and ob-
jectives, and cautieoned that the outcome "“may not

- favor' the Arab side, Qadhafi ssid there would aot

be any forces on the battle front “aexcept those
belonging to the frontliune countries,"” and sowme unlts

‘0f the Algerian Adr Force, - He conceded, however,

that he was ready to accept the liberatiocn of whatw
ever part of the occupied territories the Egyptlan
and Syrian foreces could liberate and thate~even if
the [lghting should lead to catastropha-~the Arabs
should not be sorry. The Libyan leader launched a

‘strong attack on King Husayn, -deseribing him as a
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